
Election 2020 – political party Tertiary policies 
  

National Party Labour Party Green Party  NZ First Party ACT Party Māori Party TOP 

Reverse the reform of the 
Vocational Education and return 
autonomy and independence to 
the ITPs and ensure that 
industry training is led by industry, 
not Government. 
 
The WDCs will be disestablished 

Complete the reform of the 
Vocational Education system. 
 Review the tertiary education 
funding system, including degrees, 
to introduce a stronger focus on 
work-integrated learning across a 
broader range of disciplines. 
 
Maintain fees-free study for the 
first year of university study. 
 
Expand eligibility for payment for 
studying while on the benefit. 

Where tertiary education funding 
has to be prioritised it should be 
directed in the first instance to the 
public education sector 
(universities, polytechnics, 
wānanga) and community-based 
providers.  
 
Funding for PTEs should be 
available where the PTE: 
 a) Does not compete unfairly with 
the public sector, because of the 
target population or because of 
the subject matter taught; and  
b) Can demonstrate existing 
capacity to deliver high quality 
outcomes, value and performance.  
 
Funding cycles for PTEs should 
reflect the length of the study 
programmes they offer. 
 
Encourage Pasifika people to train 
in small business, art, IT, research 
and education 
 
Require tertiary education 
institutions report on their 
responsiveness to Māori students' 
needs. 
 
Require tertiary education 
providers to prioritise space for 
study and community-building. 

Nothing announced yet. Tertiary providers will continue as 
they have to date. They must be 
registered to receive funding from 
a Student Education Account. 
 
Non-student funding for tertiary 
education will continue as normal.  
 
Fund education through payments 
to individual bank accounts for 
each student's education. 
 
Reintroduce fees on first year of 
study and first two years of 
training. 
 
Reintroduce interest on student 
loans. 
 
Remove the cap on fees for 
tertiary institutions. 

Increase and promote scholarships 
for young Māori to train as 
teachers of Te Aho Matua and for 
reo Māori speakers to train as 
teachers. 
 
Increase funding for whānau, hapū 
and iwi education and training 
initiatives. 
 
Create more tertiary education 
pathways for Māori and Pacific 
students who have not achieved 
entrance requirements. 
 
Double the student allowance and 
make it universal. 
 
Restore full student allowance 
eligibility for post-graduate, part-
time and long course students. 
 
Allow people to earn more before 
student allowances are reduced. 
 
Write off living costs from student 
loan debt. 
 
Aim to write off student loan debt 
for those who work in NZ for five 
years. 

TOP intends to review the tertiary 
sector and dismantle PBRF in its 
current form. 
 
Lifelong and flexible education, 
such as short intensive courses, 
that inspires a continually 
improving and well-rewarded 
workforce. 
 
A collaborative rather than 
competing model across 
institutions in terms of 
administration, teaching and 
research initiatives. 
 
A multi-disciplinary pursuit of 
knowledge by breaking down silos 
within and across tertiary 
institutions. 
 
Partnerships between tertiary 
providers and the private sector, 
community networks and the 
public service, to ensure education 
is fit for purpose. 
 
Encourage intensive short courses 
at tertiary level 
 
Make tertiary institutions 
responsible for student debt. 
 

 
 


